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When informing Whitehall of the above developments, Sir E. Fawkener
added that there was a great lack of provisions near the frontiers.
" This war," he said, " is on all accounts very unseasonable for it finds the Turks
still panting under the fatigues of the last with the Christians, and with the remem-
brances still fresh of the difficulties and hazards of the past Persian Campaigns, the
Country yet feels the heavy effects of them, and is so exhausted as to be very ill-
provided for the subsistence of Armys. There is also such an indisposition in all
sorts of People to go that way, that it will be no easy matter to draw together an Army
of any consequence. . . ."1
As the year wore on, further news was received of Nadir's difficulties
in Daghistan, with the result that the Porte became rather less apprehensive.
Muhammad Kazim states, in his N&dir-Namaf that when the Lazgis
captured some Persian troops in Daghistan and sent them to Trebizond
and Constantinople, the Turks deemed this to be a sign of Nadir's weak-
ness. In consequence, they began to levy heavier tolls on the Persian
merchants and caravans in Turkish territory, and they punished, tortured
and sent back to Persia the officials appointed by the Persian Government
to look after those of its nationals who performed the pilgrimage to Mecca.
When Nadir learnt of this action by the Turks, he became more determined
than ever to recommence hostilities.
A curious incident is recorded in the Gombroon Diary, in which it was
stated, on the 24th May/4th June, 1742, that :
" Shaw Nadir would send an Embassadour to the King of England in order to
engage a firm alliance with him, that He, the King, was informed Our King (whom it
seems he mistook for the Emperor) had had some Part of his Territories wrested from
him by the Turks, Wherefore he would join with us against them and wanted to know
whether we thought our King would be induced to hearken to his Propositions/*
The Agent replied that this matter was " an Affair of Kingdoms and foreign
to our Purpose/' that it concerned another ruler, and that the Turks,
moreover, were the friends of the British* The Agent concluded, " We
find they (i.e., the Persians) are entirely strangers to what lyes without
them."*
The Porte held grave doubts as to the loyalty of Ahmad Pasha of
Baghdad, and it is said that his enemy, *Ali Pasha, did his best to blacken
his character.4 The truth of the matter was that Nadir certainly had a
1 Sir E. Fawkener's despatch of the Sth/igth April, 1742,
1 Nadir-Nama, p. u, (as repeated references will be made to this work, the third and condtrfhig
volume of ins history of Nadir, it will henceforth be referred to as theNJ^).
* Nevertheless, Nadir, by means of his nnmeroas embassies, was very well informed of the
situation in both Constantinople and St. Petersburg.
«Otter, Vol. II, p. 359.
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